Die Etymologie von Theben und Metapa
Sebastian Kempgen

Abstract

Thebes (Thebai) can be shown to mean the ‘city on hills’, as suggested earlier,
without naming the correct i.e. root. This etymology fits the two towns carrying
the same name.

Metapa is a name of a region in the Linear B Pylos tablets. While the general
location on the West coast of the Peloponnes is undisputed, the Pre-Greek ety-
mology of the name allows for additional considerations. It means ‘On the other
side of the river (water)’, and could thus designate either the region north of the
Neda river or the region of the Kalo Nero river.

In revised and final form, this former draft paper is now part of the author’s
monograph titled Etymological Scetches and Notes.
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