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Abstract 
The present paper discusses the Illyrian ie. etymology of ‘Shar’ and connects it 
with Anatolian cognates for an interesting isogloss.  
For Smolensk, it can be shown that the original motivation to name the city 
after the resin extraction was connected with Gnyozdovo, the Varangian-
Slavic settlement at the southern end of the portage used by the Vikings to 
cross over from the Dvina and the Lovat to the Dnepr.  
The etymology of the two Slavic rivers named Bug  (Western and Southern) 
has been correctly proposed before; here, the paper supports it with demonstrat-
ing its natural motivation. 
 

In revised and final form, this former draft paper is now part of the au-
thor’s monograph titled Etymological Scetches and Notes. 
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