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Abstract 
This paper presents the ie. Pre-Greek ie. etymology of several Cretan towns and 
names. The mysterious name of Rhadamanthys , legendary ruler of Phais-
tos, can be derived from Pre-Greek to simply mean ‘law-maker/judge’, while 
Minos  means ‘ruler’. The famous Minoan site of Phaistos  is literally the 
‘hewn stone’ or ‘flat-top hill’. Its smaller neighbour, Agia Triada was suppos-
edly called Da-wo  in Minoan times. For this, the place-name Dawo(s)  can 
be reconstructed to mean ‘settlement’. And Lissos  on the soutern coast of 
Crete designates ‘the place where (something) flows’. 
 
In revised and final form, this former draft paper is now part of the au-
thor’s monograph on Etymological Scetches and Notes. 
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