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Abstract

Olympos is one of the most prominent Pre-Greek names in Greece. A few
etymologies have been suggested which try to interpret it as being the ‘home
and seat of the gods’. These need not be discussed seriously because they try to
retrofit a meaning to the name which a) does not fit all the various existing
olymps, and b) cannot have been the original association of the famous Greek
mountain either. The meaning of Olympos is ‘summit, peak’. — Derived
from the same ie. root is the place-name Olynthos, which means ‘city on the
mouth, outlet of a river’. Odessos can be shown to mean ‘Stratford’ in the
sense of ‘a city dominating a road’. A new etymology is also proposed for
Odysseus.

In revised and final form, this former draft paper is now part of the au-
thor's monograph on Aegean Etymologies.
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