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Abstract 
This paper presents the ie. Pre-Greek ie. etymology of three Cretan towns, 
Kydonia  (i.e. today’s Chania), Rethymnon  and Knossos . Kydonia 
means ‘Baytown’, Rethymnon ‘Cape-Town’, and Knossos ‘Mound City’ or 
‘Slope Town’. Kythera  and Kythnos  use the same roots as Kydonia and 
Knossos respectively. 
 
 
In revised and final form, this former draft paper is now part of the au-
thor’s monograph titled Etymological Scetches and Notes. 
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