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1. Pre-Greek Lar- 

In our monograph KEMPGEN (2025, Chap. 4, pp. 91ff.) we could establish 
the meaning of Lar- as in Pre-Greek place-names Larissa, Larymna, in 
river-names like Larissos and Lari, in the oronym Larysion etc. as meaning 
‘hollow, depression, trough, sink’ etc. This meaning fits all occurrences of 
the root in Pre-Greek names. Also, the place-name Lerna, which is also 
the name of a spring in Ancient Korinth, is a derivative of this root, with 
the meaning ‘spring’. 

 

2. West European lar- 

Through careful analysis of further occurrences, many more cognates 
from West European languages could be stablished. Among them are 

• Russian and Old Church Slavonic lar’ ‘basket’; 

• Latin lares, the ancient house-gods which were originally buried in a pit 
below the floor; 

• English lair ‘cave or hole in the ground’; 

• German larete ‘vulva’ (a special cavity) and place names in -lar, river 
name Lara; 

• Danish lår, låret ‘thigh’ (adjacent to the larete, see above); 

• Old Irish lār ‘ground, floor’, and adjectiv lār ‘flat’; 

• Old Swedish, Old Norse lárr, lår ‘crate, chest’, like Greek larnax. 

 

The Old Irish examples show that the original meaning of ‘trough, 
depression’ etc. has become more narrow and designates a specific trait 
of a depression, namely the lowest part only, with its flat surface.  The 
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Greek, Russian and Scandinavian cognates all designate an object that is 
supposed to contain something, its cavity.  

 

 

3. Indoiranian lar- 

In this paper, we will look at Indo-Iranian toponyms consisting of the root 
lar. A convenient starting point for this is the Wikipedia page1 which 
collects many place-names with this root and links to their entries in this 
encyclopedia. 

 

	
 

	
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LAR. 
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Let us have a look at the geography and location of these places to see 
whether they exhibit the original meaning of lar- or at least a derived one 
– but not a contradicting one. 

 

INDIA 

• Lar (Uttar Pradesh2) lies in the plain near the confluence of the Chhoti 
Gandak Nati river into the Ghaghara river. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lar,_Uttar_Pradesh 

• Lar (Jammu and Kashmir) is a town in central Kashmir on the banks of 
the Sind River between the hills both to the north and the south. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lar,_Jammu_and_Kashmir 

• Lata is a region between rivers in the state of Gujarat, India. Historically, it 
was also known as Lār or Larike. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lata_(region) 

 

IRAN 

• The famous Iranian city Lar in the Fars Province lies at the edge of a 
plain between mountains; from this city, the region Laristan derives its 
name (‘the region surrounding the city Lar’). Also, Larijani denotes a man 
from a town named Lar. 

https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lar_(Iran) 

• Lar (Larijan), the village in the province East Azerbaijan, near to the 
Iranian border, lies in the valley of the river Aras on the foothills of the 
Sahand volcanic massif.3 (Its name is also given as Lārī oder Iliari). 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lar,_East_Azerbaijan 

• Lar (Sar), also a village in East Azerbaijan, in a river valley north of Tabris. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sar,_East_Azerbaijan 

• The village Lar in the Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad district 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lar,_Kohgiluyeh_and_Boyer-Ahmad 

	
2 Uttar and its suffix are the subject of a forthcoming paper by the author. Uttar means 
‘farth(est)’, therefore Uttar Pradesh means the ‘Far-away Province’. 
3 Viele Informationen zu dem Dorf hier: https://grokipedia.com/page/lar_east_azerbaijan. 
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• Lar Markazi, a small village in Lar Desert, i.e. on a plain. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lar,_Kohgiluyeh_and_Boyer-Ahmad 

• Lar Zanjan 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lar,_Zanjan  

• Lar District 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lar_Rural_District. 

 

OTHER 

The Geonames Server4 lists many more places named (exactly) Lar in 
countries such as Pakistan (24), Afghanistan (27), Russia (3), Albania (1), 
Armenia (1). According to this list, Iran has 23 places called Lar which 
indicates that the natural motivation for such a name occurs repeatedly.  

Lar’ in Russia is a river name, occurring once in its European part (a river 
meandering through lowlands), and twice in Sibira (Lar-Kyt and Lar-
Yugan). The latter may not count here, because in them, lar may not be 
Indo-European. 

For the occurrences in Afghanistan, it would have to be researched further 
which language each place-name called Lar comes from. Dari and Pashto, 
its main and dominant languages, are both Iranian languages, while other 
languages spoken in the country are Turkic (mostly minority languages). 
For Pakistan, the majority of its languages are also Indo-Iranian. Thus, 
the basic assumption that places named Lar in these two countries have 
an ie. name, is a good starting point for further research. 

 

 

4. Conclusion 

Our inspection of the geography and location of Indo-Iranian places 
named Lar has shown that they all are in river valleys, on the banks of 
rivers, on plains at the foothill of mountains, in lowlands near rivers etc. 
Thus, they all support our findings regards the original meaning of ie. lar. 
It seems that at the periphery of the Indo-European languages (Irish, 

	
4 https://geonames.nga.mil/namesgaz/. 
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Indo-Iranian), the meaning has been somewhat ‘diluted’ or broadened to 
designate a location on flat plains and in river valleys. 

 
«Lar, often transliterated as Lār, is a city whose name in Persian (Farsi) likely 
derives from the local geography or historical nomenclature, though a precise, 
universally accepted etymology is not readily available in common linguistic 
resources. In the context of Iranian place names, many cities have roots in 
older Persian, Avestan, or regional dialects. The structure of the name is 
simple and monosyllabic, which is common in older place names, possibly 
referencing a local landmark, a tribe, or an ancient settlement structure.» 
(https://www.wisdomlib.org/cities/lar-95724) 

 

The general assumption of the ‘Wisdom Library’ about the ‘Meaning and 
History of Lar’ is quite correct in that old, simple roots often refer to 
landmarks, or more specific in this case, to the geography and location of 
settlements. Our research now offers and ie. etymology for these place 
names. 

 

 
(Armenian-Russian Bilingual Library Catalogue; Photo: Author) 
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