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Abstract 
The paper proposes a new etymology for Lesbos  (heth. Laz-pa), the name of 
the well-known Greek island near the Anatolian Coast, and its ancient city 
Arisbe . It is based on the verbal root laz -, attested in Slavic (laziti) and in 
Greek (lazomai), with -b- being a suffix used to derivate nouns from verbs. 
The etymology is based on the fact that Lesbos, being of volcanic origin, has 
two high mountains reaching nearly 1.000 metres which leads to the island’s 
name to mean ‘island with bald mountain’. As for Arisbe , etymologically it 
is the ‘place of purple dying’, a well-known activity on Lazpa from Hittite 
texts. 
 

In revised and final form, this former draft paper is now part of the au-
thor’s monograph on Aegean Etymologies. 
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