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Abstract 
Among ancient place names in Greece, Tanagra stands out because of its 
unusual sound shape. Its etymology is especially interesting thanks to its being 
the origin of the ethnikon Graikoi  ‘Greeks’. In this paper, we present the pre-
Greek ie. etymology of Tanagra  (‘river-meadow’), which, by the way, is 
surrounded by a cluster of other pre-Greek names: the river Asopos  (‘mud-
stream’), its tributary Lari(s)  (‘basin creek’), the port Oropos  (‘mountain-
water’) and others.  
 
 
In revised and final form, this former draft paper is now part of the author’s 
monograph on Aegean Etymologies. 
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