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Abstract

The etymology of Hellas can be derived by carefully applying geographical
and linguistic methods. The result is that the Hellenes were originally the
inhabitants of the wetlands (floodplains) in southern Phthiotis with Hellas
derived from Elog ‘wetland’. The name of the Helloi of Dodoni uses the
same root, as does the region’s name Hellopia. Such a common simple
natural motivation for a name, however, does not imply by itself any historical
or ethnic relation. The name Hellas did not ‘migrate somehow’ from Dodoni
south, as some have assumed. Dodoni itself contains the pre-Greek ie. root
for ‘river, water’, precisely describing a basic feature of the basin where it is
situated. En passant, we offer a pre-Greek etymology for the region called
Dolopia: it designates a ‘region with canyon rivers’ (ie. dol ‘below, down’ +
ap/op- ‘water, river’) — and that’s what it indeed is.

In revised and final form, this former draft paper is now part of the au-
thor's monograph on Aegean Etymologies.
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