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Abstract

Popularized by, among others, Th. VENNEMANN, the so-called “Vasconian
hypothesis” promotes fictitious etymologies for older European hydro-
nyms, place names etc., ignoring established research.

The present paper proves this by carefully dissecting the claims in one
such attempt, concerning the etymology of ‘Aran’-like names in Western
Europe.

In revised and final form, this former draft paper is now part of the author’s
monograph titled Etymological Scetches and Notes.
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