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Abstract 
Attika has to offer quite a handful of Pre-Greek toponyms. In this paper, we 
propose a simple etymology for Athena  (Atana), meaning ‘elevation’, for the 
river I l issos  that runs through the city, whose name means ‘mud-creek’, 
while the name of its tributary Eridanos  simply means ‘flowing water’. 
Mounts Lykabettos  and Hymettos  seem to have been named for their 
most evident traits – its broken shape (Lykabettos) resp. being a mountain 
ridge (Hymettos). Eleusis  means ‘Stanton’. 
 
In revised and final form, this former draft paper is now part of the au-
thor’s monograph on Aegean Etymologies. 
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