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Abstract 
The paper draws attention to the toponym and hydronym Arini  (Αρήνη), 
attested close to Kakovatos in the Peloponnes where W. DÖRPFELD excavated 
tholos tombs at the beginning of the 20th century. Pre-Greek arēnē seems to be 
the same word as Hittite arinna  ‘fountain, spring’, E. FORRER wrote about 
in 1938, and the Triphylian place name has an identical natural motivation: 
famous fountains. The same root (in the shape of arn-) can be found in 
various place names in Greece (Arni, Arnissa…), and also in other European 
languages (Italy: river Arno, Germany: multiple ‘Arnsteins’). 
 
In revised and final form, this former draft paper is now part of the au-
thor’s monograph on Aegean Etymologies. 
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