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Abstract 
In this paper we present resp. review some etymologies around semantic cores 
like rock, sea and water, which can be detected in a lot of Anatolian toponyms 
and hydronyms. Among other things, it can be shown that the river 
Kaystros  (near Ephesos) is etymologically the ‘Dirty Maeander’. En passant 
we also present a new etymology for the Ukrainian Dnistr ,  its Greek name 
Tyras, for the lower reaches of the Danube which was called Ister  as well as 
Greek rivers named Istros . Effectively, they all mean ‘Dirty River’ (because 
of the sediments they carry with them).  
 
In revised and final form, this former draft paper is now part of the au-
thor’s monograph on Aegean Etymologies. 
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